334      MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
King  Edward  was  very  generous  with  his
money, although much less extravagant than the
ignorant  multitude  thought  him.   His brother,
the Duke of Edinburgh, was cast in a different
mould*   One day Tom. Pratt (son-in-law of Marion
Sims, the famous American ladies' doctor), who
was taken up and made much of by Edward vn.
when he was Prince,  called at   the   " Bristol"
to see the Duke of Edinburgh, who had   sent
across the square (Place Vend6rne) for him.   Tom
found the Duke packing up, as he was leaving
Paris in an hour's time.   " Come out with me,
Tom," said His Royal Highness, " and buy some
cord to fasten my trunks.    I am going to buy it
myself, for if I left the hotel people to get it, they
would charge me double what I shall pay for it!"
Yet the Duke could be very generous and a
real friend to any one in trouble, as none knew
better than  Hairy Montague,   the   actor.   The
Duke simply knew the value of things.   On one
occasion a Russian, a very rich bourgeois, told a
well-known popular Viscount, a great friend of
the then Prince of Wales, that he would pay him
very handsomely to get personally presented to the
Tsar in: private audience.   The Viscount, being
of an enterprising nature, gave, chez lui, a dinner
to the Duke of Edinburgh, the principal item of
the menu being his Royal guest's favourite dish,
steak  and  onions, with  plenty   of  champagne*
The host laid tlie ambitious Russian's affair before
the Duke, and not long afterwards it was arranged
for the Tsar to receive Mr, (X at a morning recep-